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An. Occurrence having lately iranſpired, which, by Jome interefted Perſons, has been very induftri: 
ouſly circulated, to the Prejudice of Meſſrs. BENTLEY and BLAKEwayY, on their having had 
their Oil Meaſures deſtroyed ; probably in hopes of injuring them in their Ou felling, on Account 
of their ſelling that Article cheaper than others—without conſidering it is their Intereſt ſo to do, 
ix order to further the Sale of their Lamps. os 
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The Malter in Fact, is as follows; _ 
A NR: THOMAS GRUNDY, who at the laſt Court Leet was appointed Bailiff of the Market in this 
LAVA Town, did on Friday laſt, the 20th inſt. enter my Patent Lamp Warehouſe, ſaying he was the 
High Bailiff; and was come in his official Capacity to try the Oil Meaſures. —— Oil is an Article 

that can only be adjuſted by Weight, on account of its expanding by Heat and contracting by Cold; yet, 
as 7Hb. when in a fluid ſtate is deemed a Gallon, it is, for the ſake of cleanlineſs, retailed by Meaſure z 
and though not always right, is as often for, as againſt, both Buyer and Seller, —Meſſrs. BenTLey T 
and BLAKEwAY, who I have empowered to carry on my faid Patent Lamp Trade, conſcious of the 

. juſtneſs of the Meaſures, and ſuppoſing him legally authoriſed, delivered them to him, for that purpoſe, not 

doubting his juſtice and ſkill in the buſineſs; the contrary however was proved by his taking the Oil 

Meaſures to the Pump, filling them with Water, and pouring the water from them into the Standard Mea« =» 

| ſures: the reſult of which was—A Quart Meaſure, which had not been uſed ſince the Oil was in a fluid © 
ſtate, out of which it would drain nearly dry, was found full meaſure : but a Tin Pint Meaſure, lately . 
purchaſed of Mr. BLunT, Braxier, and a Copper Gallon Wine Meaſure, which had been lent them by 
Mr. PERKIxN's, Varniſh-maker, to meaſure him go Gallons of Spirits of Furpentine he had agreed for, 
(both of which Meaſures the ſaid Gentlemen affirm to have bezn juſt) having lately been uſed in mea- 
ſuring of Oil, the Weather then being Froſty, and the Ground covered with Snow; the Oil was on that 
account congealed, and ſtuck to the Meaſures much more than it would had the Weather been Warm, 
and the Oil Fluid; and of courſe held not ſo much Water as if cleaned from Oil, as they ought to have 
been; yet they were deemed by this conſiderate Gentleman, not full Meaſure ! and he inſtantly de- 
ſtroyed the Tin Pint and Copper Gallon: | ON 


It is ſomewhat lucky for the ſaid Gentleman, that as Meſſrs, BENTLEY and BLAkEwaAy conſented 
to his proceedings, it has weakened the ground of Action againſt him for his Conduct: and alſo, that he 
had /zft before I came; otherwiſe, I ſhould have ſerved him as I have ſince told him, and referred him to 
his Duty in the Market: For as Birmingbam is not a Borough, nor a Corporation, it has neither a 
 High-Bailiff nor a Mayor, and though called a Town, in which a Market is held in right of the Lord 
of the Manor, unto whom alone the Profit accrues, and as the Inhabitants themſelves muſt pay, if they 
pitch their Goods therein for Sale; it is in fact no more than a large free Village, and is governed 
by Village Laws; its Con/tables being its Head Officers or Chief Magiſtrates; and-Stewards in all mat- 
ters of public concern, who muſt ſue and be ſued in behalf of the Town; and the Expences that are in- 
_ curred by them, in the Duties of their Office, AND NONE OTHER, mult be paid by the Overſeers 
out of the Money collected for the Uſe of the Poor. It is the Duty of the Conſtables (as re- 
quired) to try the Weights and Meaſures of the Inhabitants, to deſtroy fuch as are found falſe, and take the 
Uſers before a Juſtice of the Peace, to be inflicted with the Penalty preſcribed by Law for ſuch ne- 
farious pratices—11 H. 7. c. 4. and 22 C. 2. c. 8. ſ. 6. But there is a material difference be- } 
. twixt falſe and ſhort Weights and Meaſures ;—as the faſe are thoſe uſed when known to be ſo, which 
conſtitutes the Crime; while fort is the natural effect of wear by uſing, and ought to be adjuſted when 
tried; which is the Buſineſs of a Clerk or Bailiff of a Market to do—22 and 23. C. 2. c. 12. ſ. 4. 
at the Price preſcribed—22 C. 2. c. 8. ſ. 4. and which is the juſt duty of the Conſtable of a free 
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Village to cauſe to be done, at the Expence of the Owners. 


But a matter ſomewhat curious and abſurd, has of late years crept into the police of the Town of 
Birmingham: which is The Bailiff of , the Court Leet—a pact Officer of very ancient date, who has 
the ſole power of chooſing the Jury at the Court Leet and Court Baron, is called; very improperly, the 
Loꝛo-Bailiſf ; and the Market Bailiff, whoſe Office does not make, nor require him to be a Pariſhioner; 
being only a ſervant in pay of the Lord of the Manor, to collect his Tolls and Pitching-pence in the 
Market, and try and adjuſt the Weights and Meaſures for the Market people, is called the High- Bailiſf; 
which brings to my Memory an Anſwer I once received from one of the Gentlemen of the Leet Junto, 2 
whom I aſked; what was the reaſon why the jury of the Court Leet, always chooſe a Diſſenter for the 
Bailiff of the Court, and a Churchman for the Bailiff of the Market? when he ſmilingly told me, it nas 
becauſe it pleaſed both Parties :—The office of Bailiff of the Court Leet, being veſted with Power; 
though called Low, pleaſes the Difſenter : and the office of Bailiff of the Market, by being called High, 
pleaſes the Churchman : We therefore, ſaid he, give it them as a Bauble to play with, and you ſee they | 
are as fond of it as a Child of a Rattle. But as the Cauſe that exiſted in the Year 1745, whence thele 
Cant phraſes originated, is now done away, there being no Pretender to the Crown of our Gracious, Juſt; 
and Rightful Sovereign on the Throne, it is high time ſuch abſurd and party Epithets ſhould how | 
ſubſide: and I think the Jury of the Court Leet would do well, not to regard religious Opinions in their 
| Appointments to Offices; but choole ſuch a Perſon to the Office of Bailiff of the Market, as would 
think the Wages allowed him by the Lord of the Manor a Compenſation for his Services; or, confirm + 
the Perſon in that Office, whom the Lord of the Manor has thought proper to entruſt to collect his 
Tolls and Pitching-pence. | | FOE, | | 


J. MILES. 
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